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Background

From 2000 to 2003, we radio-tagged 
457 Snake River spring/summer Chinook Salmon and 
727 Snake Rive steelhead.
60% of Chinook salmon had been barged
62% of steelhead had been barged

Known-source fish were monitored to determine homing, straying, survival
and fallback for barged in in-river migrants.
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Homing

Chinook salmon – About 10% lower homing rate for transported fish.  
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Steelhead – Generally less effect than for Chinook salmon,  except 2003. 
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Fallback

Barged Chinook salmon fell back more and more often than in-river migrants. 
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Steelhead – similar pattern as Chinook salmon, effect not as strong.  
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Summary

During low flow years and when spill reduced, proportion of fish transported
will increase.

Fish that were barged as juveniles had lower survival to natal areas,
likely because of greater straying and fallback behavior.

Evidence related specifically to 2001 outmigration year not complete.
Most PIT tagged fish were transported; no in-river comparison group.
2004 data not yet complete and less coverage than in past years.
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